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proving the Divine right 
Or PRESBYTERIE- 


by way of nere, propoſed to,the ſerious conlide- 
Ela ration of all ingenuous and free ſpitired- 


men, 
; » Scripture. ; 
| © ns $3. SES $5 to me Who am bſſe.rhen the Paf 
: = os of all Saints, 15 this grace given ; 


8,9. Ib 

| SSA that T ſponld preach, the #nle Carchar 
. ble riches of (hriſt among the Gu, Y 

A ih eAnd to make all men ſee , what 1«.thefel- 
|  lowſpip of the miſtery , which from the begin- 
| .. ning of the world hath been hid in God, 

| Col. 1, 25, 26, Whereof I am made 4 Miniſter AC 
| cording to the diſpenſatien of God , which 3s gruen 

me for you, to fulfill the ward of Gd; The myſte- 

ry which hath been hid , from ages and ni om e< 

nerations, but is now wade manifett 
,- Saints. 2 A 
1. Dur. Whether from theſe Scriptures as Not 
be colleed ; That the Goſpellis thar miltery, 
A 2 which 
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'e Jus Divinum 
which from the beginning of the world was | 
hid in God, untill the comming of Cur 1sr} þ 
in thefleſh ; and his declaring it to his Diſci- | 
ples ? | 2 
Scripture. 


Mark 16. 15. &oye into all the World and preach, x 


the G oſpel to every creature. 


. Colofl. 1. 15, 16.: Who # the :mage of the invis | P: 


feble GOD, the firft born of every creature, | 
All things Were created by Him and for| |, 
Him, | 
20 eAnd having made peace through the blood | |, 
* hu cvroſſe, by him to reconcile all things to him-/ 
ſelf, whether they be things in earth or things ' 
in heaven, BY 
23 eAnd be not moved aWay from the hepe of the | 
Goſpel Which ye have heard, Which Was preached 
to every creature Which x under heaven , where- | 4. 
of I Paul am made a Miniſter, 
Rom. 8, 19, 20, 21,22, The earneſt expettation, 1 
' of the creature, Waiteth for the manifeſtation of 
the Sounes of GOD, for the creature Wai 2 
made ſubjeft to vanitie not willingly , but by | 
reaſon of him , Who hath ſubjefted the ſame in j 
* hope, for the creature it ſelf alſo, ſhall be deli9> + 
vered from tae bondage of corruption, imo y 
the glorious liberty of the children of G ON) |; 7 
for we know that the whole creation groaneth, | 


* and travaileth together untill now, = 
Ads 3. 31. Whom the heavens myſt receive , until  n 
the times of reſtitution of all things. | A 

© Rev] 


L- 


of Presbyterie. . } 

T | Rev. 21.5. eAvd he that ſate upon the Throxt 

» | ſaid, behold I make all things new. 
| 2 Pet. 3.13. We, according to Hus promiſe look. 

for new heavens anda neW Earth wherein dwel- 

| kbth Righteouſneſſe. 

h, Eſa. 45. 17. Te ſhall not be aſhamed nor confounded 

' world withour end. 

i Pſal.93. I. The Lord reigneth , the world __ 

© eſtabliſhed that it cannot be moved. 

ot | ' Joh.3.16. For God ſo loved the world that he gave 

: hnsonly On Sonne. 

| Jokn 6. 5. end the bread that I Will. give 2s 

”' m) feſh which 1 Will give for the life of the 

gI | ” world. 

1 Joh. 4. 14. We have ſeen ayd do teſtifie , that the 

"MN Father ſeit the Soune , the SAW IOUR of the 

ed; world. 

re- 2, Qzer. WhEther from theſe Scriptures may nor 

be collected : 

01 ( I That God by Chriſt hath reconciled to himſelf 
of * allthings in heaven and in earth, 

74 2 That the Goſpell which Chriſt after his Re- 
by furreRtion commanded his Diſciples to pabliſh 
® inallthe world, appertained to all the world : 

l- viz, toevery creature in heaven and inearth, or 

mto under heaven. 

N,'z That God by Cmax 15 T, will reſtore all 

th, things, viz. make new the heavens and the 

| Earth, deliver the whole creation from cor- 

116 ruption, into a glorious and incorruptible ſtate, 

 andfoto make it abide for ever, a world with- 
ev, outend, 

A 3 That 


The jus Divinum 
4 That Gods loving the world , reconciling the 
- world, Chriſt giving his fleſh for thelife of the 
world, his being a Saviour of rhe world ; with | 
.emany thelike phraſes, are not to be underſtood, | 
. "of the world of the Ele& ? nor of the world of | 
believers ( as ſome fondly imagine ) no nor yer | 
\.-of the world cf Mankinde(as others more reafo- | 
nable do deem ) bur of the whole univerſall | 
;,creared world, the heavens and rhe earth , and | 
all things therein ? | 
Scripture. 
Luk 24. 49. Behold, I ſend the promiſe of the Fa- | 
.tber unto you, but tarry ye in the (ity of Feru{a- | 
tem , untill ye be indued With power frons or 
Hi h. 
Aft 1, 4.5. eAnd being aſſembled together with | 
' wthems commanded chem » that they ſhould not de- | 
part from feruſalem, but wait for the promiſe of | 
"the Father, Which ye have heard of me , for John | 
truly baptized with water, but ye ſpall be bapti- | 
zed With the Holy Ghoſt ot many dayes hence. | 
8 But ye ſhall receive power after the Holy Ghoſt | 
£5 Come upon y0regand ye ſhall be witneſles mire me, 
Seth in Jeralalem and i» all Jndea, and in Sama- 
ria, and unto the uttermoſt part of the earth, 
3. Duer. Whether from the Seriprures may not | 
be collected : | 
"That notwithſtanding the former command. | 
Chrift co his Diſciples, to go into all the world | 
and preach the Goſpell aforefaid, yer they were | 
not to attempt the doing - thereof, Uinrilt they | 
Were enabled thereto , by the : comming Sour | 


a 


of Tresoyterte. 


of the Holy Ghoſt from Heaven upon them, 
EP Scripture. : 


Aqs 2. 2, 3, 4. And (uddainly there came a ſound 
. from heaven, as of 4 ruſhing mighty Winde, and it 


filled the houſe Where they Were ſitting , and there 
appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, 
and it (ate upon each of them , and they Were all 
filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak. 
With other tongaes, 'as the Spirit gave them ut- 
ferAncCe. 2s 


Verſ: 43. And fear came upon every ſont, and many ; 


fignes Were done b 'y the e Apoſtles. 


| As 4. 29, 30, 31." And wow Lord ; behold their 


threatnings , and grant unto thy ſervants that 
With all boldneſſe they may fpeak, thy Word , by 
ſtretching forth thy hand to heal , and that f1gnes_ 
and wonders may be done by the name of the 
Holy childe Teſs , and they Were all filled with 
the Holy Gho#t, and fpake the Word of God With 


| "boldneſſe, IS RE 9 
"+ Aﬀs5. 12. e And by the hands of the Apoſtles,vvere 


many fignes and wonders Wrought among the 
people, andrhey Were all with one accord in Sato « 
mons Porch : EE 


IS Inſomnch , that they brouy phe forth the lick IM 


the ſtreets , and layed them on bed; 41d couches, 
that at the leaſt the ſhadow of Peter paſſing by, 
might over-ſhadoW ſont of them. © 


16 "here came alſo a mmltitude out of 't », FA o 
' round abowt unto Jerafalem , bringing ſick folks 


and thry Were healed every one, 
p | A 4 Acts 


and them that were vexed With unclean ſpirits, 


= Je us Livinum 


Ads 8.5, 6, 7. Then Philip went down to the Ci. 
ty of Samaria and preached (hriſt anto them, 
and the people With one accord gave heed unto 
thoſe things Which PuxLl1yp ſpate » hearing 
#d ſecing the Miracles which he did; For 
unclean \pirits crying with loud voyces came | 
out of many that Were poſſeſſed with them , and | 
many takenwith Palſies aud that Werelame Were | 
healed. Likewiſe As 9. 33, 34z 35: 41, 42. | 
Ads 11. 21. Ads 28. 8,g. | 
Mark. 16. 20. And they went forth and preached, | 
every where the Lord working with them, and 
confirming the word with f1gnes following. 
1 Thef. 1. 5. For our Goſpell came not to you in 
Word onely , but alſo in power and in the Holy | 
1 Pet. 1. 12. By them that have preached the Go- | 
ſpel unto.you, with the Holy Ghaſt ſent down | 
from heaven. . | - 
Heb. 2. 4. God alſs bearing them witneſle beth | 
with fignes and wonders , and With, divers mi- | 
racles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 4 
4. Quzer. Whether from theſe Scriptures may not 
be colle&ed : | I, 
1 .That as foon as they were thus enabled frem 
above,they preſently preached to beget others to | 
the faith, beginning at Jeruſalem as they were 
appointed.- Luk, 24. 47. | 
2 That this their preaching came not in word | 
onely , but in power and in the Holy Ghoſt, | 


A 


which was by Gods bearing them witnefſe, or | 
every where working with them, and confirm- | 
| , ing | 


ww 
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0 YESUYBErae. 
ing the word both with ſfignes and wonders, 
and divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt: 
and therefore it was, that he that deſpiſed them 
deſpiſed God , and he that believed not made 
God a liar, which none can be ſaid to do ifi re- 
ſpe& of any Miniſtry , not being ſo vvitnefled 
by God. 


Scripture. 


AQts 2. 3 8, 39. Repent and be baptized evary one of 


Jon, inthe Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion 
of finnes, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; For the promiſe (thereof) # unto you aud 
to your children, and to all that are a farre off, e- 
ven as many as the Lord, our God ſhall call. 

Ads 8.15,16,17. ho When they Were come down 

' prajed for them, that they might receive the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, for as yet he Was faln upon wone of them, 
onely they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus , ther laid they their hands onthems, and they 
received the-Holy Ghoſt. _ + 1s, 

Atsg. 17. And Ananias Went his Way, andentred 
into the houſe, and putting hands on him ſaid,bro- 
ther Saul, the Lord hath (ent me that tho might= 
eft receive thy ſight, avd be filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, | | 

AQs 19. 1,2.) Andcame to Epheſus , and finding 
certain Diſciples, he [aid unto them , have you re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt, ſince ye believed? 

6 eAnd When P AU L had laid hu hands up- 
en them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them, 

= ' they ſpake With Tongues and Prophe- 


. Epheſ 


ay * 


® 


'S ThepusDivinim 


Epheſ. 1. 13.1 Whom ye alſo truſted, after that ye 
heard the word of truth, the Goſpell of your ſalva- 
tion, in whom alſo after that ye believed ye Were 
ſcaled with that Holy Spirit of promiſe. - 

2. Cor. 3.6, Who alſo hath made us able Miniſters 

\ mat of the Letter, but of the Spirit. | 

Gal. 3. 2. Received Fa the Spirit by the Works of | 
the laW, or by the hearing of Faith ? 

5: He therefore that miniſtreth to you the Spirit,and 

»worketh miracles among you , doth be it by the | 
Works of the Law, or by the hearins of Faith. | 

I1;Jim.4-14. Neplett not the gift which is in thee, | 
Which was given thee by the laying on of the | 
hards of the Presbyterie. Aſo, 2 Tim. 1.6. 

5+» Quer. Whether from theſe Scriptures may not | 

be collected : L95 | 

That theſe were enabled not onely plainly and di- | 

RinaAly rodeclare the Goſpell, with Gods bea- | 
-ring witneſſe-ſoas is aforeſaid, bur alſo to admi- | 
niſter the ſpirit to others, arid did adminiſter ir, ' 
.toall-believers ( who had it not immediately | 


from heaven)" by the laying on their hands up- x 


_on them'; which-chey could not have done, be- | 
fore they were indued with power ſo todo, by 
the comming down of the Holy Ghoſt upon 

-theny : Therefore were they commanded to ſtay 
yatull it came. Ee un 

\.-:>-,-:Scripture. JL WIE 55> =] 
Mark.:16,.15,16, 17, 18. Go ye wnto'all the World | 
and preach, the Goſpell to every creature ; he that | 
beligveth and i (baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he | 
that believeth not , ſhall be damned : eAnd theſe | 
_TEjxT QJ 


of Prexbyterie. 9 


fignes ſpall follow them that believe; inmy Name 
they ſhall caſt our Divels , they ſhall ſpeak with 
yew tongues, they ſhall take up Serpents, and if 
they drink, any deadly thing, it foal} not hurc 
them, they ſpall lay hands on the lick;, and they 
ſhall recover. STS 


Joh. 3. 37, 38. 1» the laſt day, that great day of the 


Feaſt, Jeſus ſtood up and cried, ſaying, if any man 
thirſt let hins come unto me and drink_, he that 
believeth ou me as the Scripture ſaith , out of his 
belly ſhalt flow Rivers of Living 'Water ; but this: 
ſpake he of the Spirit, Which they that believe or 
him ſhould receive , for the Holy Ghoſt Was nor 
yet given,becauſe that Feſus was nt jet glorified. 
Joh, 14.16.1 Wil pray the Father ,& he.ſagl give you. 
another coforter that he may abide With-yew for ever 
Epheſ.1.13,14. Te Were ſealed Withthe Holy {pirit 
of promiſe, Which u the earneſt of or 1nheritance, 
untll the redemption of the purchaſed poſſeſſton. * 
Ephelſ. 4. 8. He led captivitie captive ,, and gave 


gifts unto men, 


' 11 He gave ſome Apoſtles and ſome Prophets, and © 


"HNEPIPIIEIT footy oc mon ng mmu ———— 


ſome Evangeliſts aud ſome Paſtors and T eachers: 
12 For the perfetting of the Saints, for the work of 
th: Miniſtryfor the edifying of the bady of Chriſt. 
13 Tiul we all come ro theunity of the Faith, and * 
of the knowledge of the Sonn e of God , unto 4 
perfet maa. 1-1 
6, Qzer. Whether from theſe Scriptures may not \ 
be collected: Es ot) | 
That thelſe gifts of the Spirit were one ſpecificall 
" SONG: whereby: bo illinguiſh choca ls 
DLiTy 


i Thej jus ;Divioum 


niſtry of the Goſpel , and Charches of Chriſt, 
Fromm falſe > to the end of the* world. 

-* Herevyith #grecth a Marginal! Note in our Engliſh 
Biblee, primed r576. upon Iob.14.12. He that belicueth in 
me, there chat 1 do, be ſhall do, andgreater. The Note 
hereupon is 3 This is referred to the »vhol: body of the burch, 
” vobens this vertue of Chriſt doth ſhine and remain for ever. 


Scriptare. 
Z Cor. 12, 7. But the manifeft ation of the ſpirit 1s 
Ives to every one to profit Withall, 

12 For asthe body hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body being many are one bo- 
dy fo alfo 15 Chriſt.” For by one ſpirit are We all 
- baptized'into one body. * 

Rom. 12. 4, 5. As We have many members in one 
 body., andall the members have not the ſame Of- 
fice, ſo we being many are one body in (hriſt > and 
every one, members ore of another. 


Rom. .9. Now if any one have not the Spirit of 


- Chriſt, he u« none of bis ( that © i ) none of his boay 
or Church : 

Epheſ. 2. 21, 22. 1» whons all the building fitly fra- 
med 'rogerher » groweth wnto an Holy T emple int 
the Lord ;\ in Whom you alſo are builded toge- 

- ther, for. a» babitation of God through the Spirit, 

7. Quer, Whether from thele Scriptures may not 
be colleted : 

2 That none were capable of true memberſhip i - 
_ theviſible Church or body of Chriſt (being 
ſpirituall ſtate) —_ being baptized wich the 
* baptiſme of che ſpirit? _ 

2 That every member of the Church in my 

ha 
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of Prezbyteris, ut 
had not onely one or more of theſe gifts of the 
ſpiric;but had che manifeſtation thereof alſo gj- 


ven fiim to profit the. body withall. 
Scripture. 


Ads 6. 3. Wherefore Brethren look, ye out among 
you ſeven men of honeſt repute ,- tall of the Holy 


Ghoſt. 

8, Qzer. Whether from this Scripture may not 
be collected : | | 
Thar Deacons were to be men full of the Haly 
Ghoſt; that is, eminently furniſhed with thele 
gifts : How much more then ought thoſe who 
rake upon thein to be ſuperieur Miniſters of che 

Goſpell, to be ſuch ? 
Scripture, | 
Joh. 16. 7, 8,9,10. If 1 go not aWay., the comfpor- 
ter will not come unto you, but if 1 depart , 1 Will 
ſend him unto you : eAnd When he 15 come, he will 
reprove the Word of fine , and of righteowſneſſe, 
and of judzement ; of finne , becaule they believe 
not ix me, of righteouſneſſe becauſe I go unts the 
Father, and ye ſee me no more. | 


9. Quer. Whether from theſe Scriptures may not 


be colleed : 

That no miniſtry of the Goſpell ſince the aſſention 
of Chriſt , had power ſo to convince their hea- 
rers , as to bring the.ſun of unbeliet upon any 
thar rejected their miniſtry, nor to give any cer- 
tin and undoubred ground of faith unto them, 
without this wirneſſe of God by ſignes and gifts 
of the ſpirit, which may be another reaſon why 


the Diſciples themſelves were coamanded to ſtay | 


until 


2 ThejusDivinum 
untill they were indued with power from on 
high, by the comming down of the holy Ghoſt 
upon them. 

Scripture. 
Joh. 5.31. If T bear Witneſſe of my ſelf,1y Wrtnefſe 
 & not true: * | / | 
' 33 Ye ſent unto John and he bare Witneſſe unto the 
truth : | | 

34 But TI receive not teſtimony from man : | 

35 Bat I have greater Witneſſe then that of John, | 
for the works Which the Father hath giuen me to | 
finifp, the ſame works that I do, bear witheſle of | 
me, that the Father hath ſent me. 

_ Compared with, 

Joh. 15.24. If I had not done among them the | 
works Which ns other man did, they had not had | 
ſinne, but noW have they both ſeen and hated both 
we ard my Father, 

Joh. to. 37. If 7 do not the works of the Father, 

| believe menot. | 
ro, Queere Whether from theſe Scriptnres may | 
. not be collected : | 

That Chrifts. own Miniſtry , witnefled both: by 
himſelf , Fohn the Baptiſt , or any other man or 
men, was not ſufficient ſo to convince his hea- 
rers-a$ to bring them under the fin of unbelicf, 

. unleſſe it had beenalſo witneſſed by the mighty 
-warks which he did in their f1ght , being ſuch 
28 none could do , but by 'the ſpeciall power of 


x Car. 2. 4,5: HM ſpore aud my preathing Was | 


2198 ; 


of Presbyteris. 11 
not With inticing Words of mans Wiſdome , but in 
demonſtration of the : 
ſpirit and of * poWer : —_— GH A —y 

. 'V 3 m- 
that » ar” 6 paar wg wy ing bis preaching, vvith fignes 
e not ſtand'in the Wiſ= ang miracles,&c. as A&.19. 
dome of men, butin 11,12, Heb. 2.4. 


# | the power of God. | 

H. Quzer. Whether from theſe Scriptures may 
not be collefted :; 

| That that faith, which is grounded upon any word 
o | Scripture , or dodrine , convayed-to us by the 
fi handsor miniſtry of any men whatſoever, not 
| being allo witnefled and confirmed by demon- 
| ſftrationofthe ſpirit and power of God,as afore- 
g | {aid, ftands in the wiſedome of men, and not in 
the power of God:, nor is fach faith as the 
Church of Corizth had , and therefore can be no 
true faith of che Goſpell : For all divine newes 
. y doctrine ( ſuch as the Goſpell is )-requiring 
elicf and obedicnce upon penalties (as the Go- 


nd, 


My 


y | {pell doth) oughe to have ſome divine: evidence 
and demonſtration to. confirm it ; otherwiſe it 
y is. no.ſutticient ground for true faith, but may 


be waved wichour ſinne, becauſe whatſoever 1s 
- but uncertainly or fallibly evidenced ( as all in 
0 this caſe delivered meecrly upon the credit of 
men, iS) may as uncertainly or fallibly be enter- 


? 
. tained without any ſinne, yea, it were folly (if * 
F, ; Jiea 


not {nne). to do atherwile. 
Ds SCUpture. | 
Joh. 16, 1 2, 13,14. IThave Any things toſay 11. 
s | -» Feges; but)e cannei.beas them ae 
_ the 


fo 


-— 


14. _ Thejus Divinum 


the ſpirit of truth is come , be Will guide you ing 
all trath : + for he ſhall not freak of himſelf , bat 


Whatſoever he ſhall hear , that he ſhall ſpeak; and | 
he will ſhew you, things zo come, he ſhak gleri fi | 


me, for he ſhall receive Y mine , and fea ſhew i: | 


#1to YOu. 


Ads 20. 29, 30. For 7 brow hes after: my depar- 


ture, ſhall grievors Wolves enter in among you, 


net ſparing the fleck._; alſo of your ovon ſelves,ſhall | 


men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe things. 
AQs 21. 10, 11. There came doWn from Judea , 4 
certain Prophit named Agabus, and when he Was 


IECIDI Oy 3 10 _ 
= 


come unto #5, he took Pauls girdle aud beund his + 


own hands and feet, and (aid, Thus (aith the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt ; /o ſhall the Jews at Jernſalem binde | 


the man chat oweth this girdle , and (hall deliver 
hin into the hands of the Gentiles, - 


* 1 Tim. 4.1. NoW the ſpirit ſpeakethexprofly,chae | 


in the later times ſome {hall depart frons the faigh, 
_ giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits. 


| AQ 8. 29. Thenthe ſpirit faid ans Philip, g3 gFnear | 


. andjoyn thy ſelf te this Charet. 

Ads 10. 19,20. While Peter thought on the viſion, 
T be ſpirit aid »nto him , behold three men ſeek. 
thee, ariſe therefore and get thee doWn , and go 
with them , doubting nothing for 1 have ſet 
them. 

* AQs13.2, As they winiftred to the Lord and far 
fed, the Hely Ghoſt ſaid , ſeparate me Barnabas 
and Saul , for the Work. = + cn Fd have called | 
them. 

1 Cor. 14. 29, 39. Les the Prophets ran ark or: 


} 


| 


2 
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three, aud let the other judge, if any thing be re- 
vealed to another that firterh by, let the fir i hold 
| his peace , for ye may all propheſie one by are 3 
|. « Phar all may learn andall may be comported.” 
| 3 Tim. 4. 3, 4. The rime will come ,. When they 
will not indure ſound derine, but after their, ou 
Inſts ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers , ha- 
ving itching ears, and they ſhall, turn their eas 
| | from the truth, and ſhall be Fur itbd into Pa- 


les. | | 5 
; | 12, Quer, Whether from theſe Scriptrres taay 
5 | not becollected : DR T4; yy 
5 | 1 That the gift of prophelie is not a power of dt 
: rerance , enabling a man to ſpeak the ſpace of 
: an hour ,two, cr three , and therein co declaxe 
r ſome notions or doctrines rontrived by Arts 
and learning, or gorten by reading, ftudying, or 
t thelike; whichis (as fally, as) commonly ſi- 
T led preaching the word of God, when indeed ft 
t$farre more likely to be thar Miniſtery of Fa- 
7  blrs (foretold ef by St. Pau!) unto which the 
peopte ſhould give up chemfclves, and as we ſee 
, evidently 18 come to paſle, . , | ; 
k 2 That the gift of propheſie was an expreſſe reves 
0 Jatlen (by the ſpirit) of tht minde of God for 
f  theirdirecioninthings of ſpeciallconcerhmenr, 
to the Church in generall , or ro ſome membe 
- thereof in particular , ard a fore-relling hired 
Th. Ga ons 
4 | 3 That whenſoever any thing wis thits revelleg 
* by thefpiric to any df the Members , the {4me 
ry. | Wab todeclare if for the mutnall eRifecation and 
FE 0 extor- 
| 


[44 and all ought have comfort. 


_ 1. Fo repentance , but he that commeth after me, « 
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exhortation of the Church, that all might "Ui 


Scripture. | 
* Matth. 3. 11, Jindeedbaptize you with water Ys 


mightier then 1 , Whoſe ſhove I am not Worthy ts 
\ bear , he ſpall baprize ads With the Holy Ghelt 
and with fire. | 

Foh. 1. 33 Herthat ſent me to :o biptize with wa. | 
cer, the ſame [aid unto me, pon Whom thow fhal: | 
YG the ſpirit deſcending and remaining, the ſame «| 
he that baptizeth Wwito the Holy Ghoſt, . | 

Ads I.5. 7obn indeed baptized witti water , bu | 

. ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt nor 91a- 

87 dayes hence. : 

ARs 15-15, offs 7 begen to ſpeak, the Holy, 

' Ghoſt fell on them , 4s 01 71 at the begin-| 
ning 

16 Then remenbred I the ward. of hs tad how! 
that he {a #d John indeed baptized ' With wata, 
but yee ſhall be baptized With the Holy Ghoſt. 

I Cor. 12.13. By one \pirit are We all baprizel 

- t1nto one boay. | 

Matth: 21. 25,. The bapriſme of fohn whence wa | 
It, fr 0 heaven or of men ? - 

Ats e.g 2 . Beginmng from the baptiſm of -jols 

A 's 18. 25. .AQS 19. 3. 

Mark 1. 4. Fobn did baptize ip the Wilderneſſe,au 
preachedrhe Ns ef Repentance, for rear N 
fion of ſinnes... | 

Like, 3. 3. eAnd he came into all the C owntry abou 


 Jaraan; preaching the baptiſme of Reman b 


je * [4 
P 
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" the remiſſion of ſinnes. A#s I 3.24, 


_ Ads 2. 38. Repent and be baptized every one of 
70u inthe Name of feſns Chrift,tor the remiſſion 
of finnes. e-Lud ye ſhall receive the gifts of the 

. Holy Ghoſt. For the promiſe #5 to as many as 


'. ſhall becalled. 


Ads 8. 14, 15,16,17. They ſent nts them Pes 
ter aud John , Who When they Were come down, - 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, for as yet he Was faln upon none of them, 
onely they Were baptized. in the Name of the 

- Lord Jeſas ; then laid they their hands on. then 


,- 


and they received the Holy Ghoſt, 


Ads 19. 5,6. When they heard thu , they Were 


baptized i# the Name of the Lord Jeſus. .. 


And When Paul laid his hands upon thers , the Holy 
; Ghoſt came on them, and they pake With tongues 


_ andpropheſied. _ * 


Epheſ. 1. 13. Afrer je believed, ye Were ſealed with 
the holy ſpirit of premiſe, Which i the earneſt of 


our 1nheritance. 


2 Cor. x. 22. Who hath alſo ſcaled us, and given #s 


' theearnelt of the ſpirit is our hearts, 


Matth. 28. 18, 19.. All power -- given anto me 17 
heaven and inearth : Go ye therefore ayd reach 
all Nations, baptizing them 3» the Name of the 
. 'Father, and of the Sonne , ard of the Holy 


_ Ghoſt, ' 


Mark 16. 17, He that believerh aud i baptized 


ſoall be {aved. 


e11d theſe Genes frat follow thers that beligues 


ECo | 


B 2 33. Que”. 
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13. Qzer, Whether from theſe Scriptures may 
10: be collected : | | 

Thas there were two fſeverall baptiſmes apper- 

*-ramnms to the rrue Miniſtery of the Goſpell, 

-*. plainly diſtinguithed in theſe four particulars. 

x ia ther Authors ; the one JOHN , the other 

- CHRIST. 

- 2 In rheir matter ; the one Water, the other the 

Holy Ghoft. 


3 In tacir form; the one, In the Name of the Lord | 
 ZESUS, by dipping the ſubjet into wa- | 
-ter. The other, 1» the Name of the Father , | 


and of the Senne, and of the Holy Gho#t, 
by laying their hands upon the ſubject. 
4 In their ends ; the one the Bapriſime of Re- 
.: pentancefor the remiſſion of finngs ; the other, 
.the baprtiſme or ſeal of the Spirit, for an earneſt 
of the everlalting inheritance, 


Scriptur?. 


Hebry. 6. 1, 2, 3, 4. Therefore leaving the princi- 
ples of the Dofrine of Chriſt, Let us go on unto 
perfettion, not laying ag1is the foundation of re- 

' pentance from dead Works , and of faith toWards 

'\God, of the Dottrine of Baptiſmes , aud of laying 

on of hands, and of reſurrefion from the dead, 

and of eternall judgement ; and this Will Wwe an, 

- - 3f God permit ; For it 1 impoſſible for thoſe who 


Were once iutightned , and have taſted of the hea- | 
wvenly gift, aud Were made pertakers-of the Holy | 


Ghoſt, &c, if they fhall fall away, &o; » 


34. Quer, 


of Presbyterte, 19: 


14. 2uer. Whether from theſe Scriptures may 
..not be collected : 


1 That the Doctrine of. the — 


Bapriſimes , and of laying on of !11:vis , 
part of the principles of the Doctciue of 
CHRIST. 
That the doctrine of theſe Baptiſmes , and of 
_ laying on of hands , was laid by the true Mint- 
{{crs of rhe Golpell, as a part of che foundation 
upon which only the faith of all true Believers 
of the Goſpell, and Chrittian viſible Churches, 
were and ought to be buile, 


+5 


Odjcction. 


All the I-4: ned and able of all {orts ao agree ta 
exyoundiug, Match. 28, 19. Fo be the inftitution 
of the baptiſme With Water , or at leaft that the 
bapti/me \oirh Voter is there only meant, Whoſe 
auth rity 1oit or eſſe in exbounumng it to 07 meant 
of the baptiſm: Virb the Holy Ghost. » A's 15 inte 
timated in the different farmes of vaptijnae in your 


13th. Q-tere, and 3d. DijtinQion. 


Anſ' Vers 

Authorities in this caic, ought nor be meaſured 
by numbers or votes of men, though never ſo 
learned and able , bur by Scriprure and weight of 
found reaſon. And now that by this Text 1s meant 
the baptiſm with the Holy Gholt, and not of that 
with water, I thall prove by theſe following Ar- 

gUments, | 
B 3 x From 
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- > From the inſtitution it (AE... Chriſt after his 
reſurretion , when he had declared to his Diſci- \ 
ples; thar all power in heaven and in earth was gi» | 
yen unto him, commanded 'them ſaying ;'Go'ye | t 
therefore and ſheer" all Nations baptizing chem,in the | t& 
Name of the Father , and of the Sonne , aud of the | dl 
Holy Ghoſt. Hence Iargue ; "F 4» 

That this being an inſtitution of a Baptiſine, i-4 
it is either the inſtitution' of the Baptiſme with. | h 


Water, of of the Baptiſme with the Holy Ghoſt ; \ | 4 
but itis not of that with water , becauſe the bap- | 
tiſme with water was imſtituted and adminiſtred : | W 
Jong before that time by 79h» the-Baptiſt , who } bl 


had authority from God ſoto do,oh.x. 33. Chriſt - | w 
himſclf, Mark. 1.9. The Diſcip'es and many hun- ' | pc 
dieds more, being baptized by Fohn with the Bap-- } th 
tifme-with wane; long before this inſtitution = Wi 
Chriſt, or any adminiſtration thereupon» And for ' | a 
oneand the iclf ſame Bapriſme to have-rwo'inſti- ' | Iy. 
mitions , and theſe: ſeveral and diflerent , and yet | thi 
True 3 . is molt unreatonable to Imagine. : *E: Ho 
2 Itis not the in{ticution of the Baptiſme with , of 

water , nor was the baptilme-wich water here Uupc 
meant , becauſe the baptiſme*-with water would © and 
£2en have been tearmed Chriſts Baptiime as well - | wit 
as Fokns ; Bur the bapciſme with water was never oh, 
rearmed Chriſts baptifme', but alwayes tearrzed F 
7:bns , both before and after this infticurion of | Wh 
Chriſt :- Whereas on the other ſide , the baptiſme | 1s in 
with the Holy Ghoſt, was in like manner alwayes | ther 

tearined Chrilts. © | | 
31r is not the baptiſme with water - which was | Ver 
; there | | 


1 


—_ — — 
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there meant, becauſe then the Diſciples afterward 
would have ſo propoſed and adminiftred it(rowie) 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Soune, andof 
the Holy Ghoft ( according to the command )-but 
they did not afcerward ſo propole, nor ſo admini- 
ſter it, but clean otherwiſe (to Wit) In the N.1me 
of the Lord Jeſus; aud for remiſſion of ines, Acts, 2, 
38. and 8. 16. Even as fohns baptiſme was by 
him formerly propoſed and adminiiired. Ifark.1. 
4. Luak.3.3. comparec with At 19.4,5. - | 
.4 Ic is not the: bapciſme wich ipater which 
was here meant , becaule che Diſciples were una- 
ble to perform the 121mttry of che baptiſme waich 
was here meant , uncill they were indued wich 
power from on- High , by the co;nming down of 
the Hoiy Ghoſt upon them ; and therefore hey 
were commanded to ſtay. at Jeruſalem unull it 
came, and when tncy wei. Taprized with the Ho- 
ly. Gholt themſelves, As 2. Taen ( and nor til 
then.) they were abie- to bap..ize others with the 
Holy Ghoſt alio ; and to were made able Miniſters 
| ofthe Spiric c«: others, by their laying their hands 
uponthem : But they were made able Miniſters, 
and did pertorm: the Miniſtery of the Baptiſme 
with water , loag before this command of Chriſt, 
John 4. 2. | | 
This may further be confirmed, from Afark,16. 
: Where the ſame Baptifme with the Holy Ghoſt 
is implyed and meant , the words with the ſenſe 
; thereof being as followcth ; : 


: Verſ.r5. GoJeints all the worll and preach (pub- 
, | B 4 yh 


: 
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. Lifh or PW i ): the Gopel ( which I have 
\ tanght to.yom, and Which doth belong ) zo every 

Creature. ( under heaven.) 

16, ; He that believeth (this Geſpell ) and is bapti 

6 pF. ( With the Holy Ghoſt) ſpall be ſaved. He 
© that believeth not { this Goſpell [9 declared to him 
..by 27 Meſſengers as 1 have commanded / ſhall be 

damned. 

17. And theſe [i 70nes Ball ſe them that tlie; 
( and are ſo baptized. ) 


This I take to be the true ſenſe and meaning of 


the place ; For, 
1 If it be his taken (to Wit ) That theſe ſignes 
: ſhall folloW thems that meerly believe, in this ſence 
. it is untrue ; For there" Were many that believed, 


Who had __ any ſegnes following upon their ber 


 liqving. 


2 If it be thus taken ( to Wit ) That theſe ſomes | 


ſhall fellow them that believe . and are baptized 
With water, in this ſence it 1s untrue likeWiſe ; for 


GI 7, o-6t 


. there Were many that believed and Were baptized 1 
With water, Who yer had not theſe fs zones folloW- | 


ing, upon their believing and being ſo baptized; 


but 5 ſoon us they Yeere * baptized with the Holy | 


 Gbep. frgnes and gifts of the Ta Ghoſt did in inthe? 
PH follow chereupon: : 


Whence I thats Bike" ge Point ; 


If this Place in Mark 16. 17. be tobe taken in | 


ngtther OL che co latter fences, then it is tobe 
" * taken 


"vl 
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taken it the firſt ſence onely,there being no fourth 
{ence in reaſon tobe given ; EIT 4-1 
\- Bur it is to be taken. in neither of: the twe 
latter {ences , for the reaſons before' mentio- 
ned : | ; 
n Therefore it is to be taken in the firſt ſence 
onely. 


Objection, 


1 Cor. 12, 3. No man can ſay that Jeſus it the 

- Lord, bat by the H,ly Ghoſt ; Therefore the gifes 

of the Holy Gho$t are now given forth, though not 
With any vijpble manifeſtation, 


e1a/wer. 


Verl. 7: The manifeftition :f the gifts of the Spirit 
Was given to every one to profit Withall , as well 
as the gifts them|elves. C9, 


2:\The meaning of the place cannot be , that 
no man can barely tay that Jeſus is the Lord, bur 
by the gifc of the Holy Ghoſt ; for many might 
and ſome did ſay fo, before the powring forth of» | 
theſe gifts of the Spirit ( whereof onely * that 
place treateth ) and many, thouſand deboiſt wret- 
ches at this day canſay it; yea and.a Parret may 
be taught to ſay the ſame , wirhour any ſuch gift. 
Wheretore I conceive:the meaning of the place 


| 10 other expreflions more probably may be ; 


To Wit oy 
( ) = 
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No man can {o ſay or ſo teltifie that Jeſus.is the 


Lord, as thereby to give another ſufficient ground: 
to build his faith upon,that his teſtimony ,without: 


God alfo bear witnefſe thereto, by fome ſignes and 


gifts of the Holy Gtiolt ; Like as x Cor, 2. 4, 5. 


ſeems to import, 


Objeflion, 


$t. Paul, Rom. 8. 9. Writes, if any one have not the | 
+ ſpire of (rift 5 the (ame z5 none of hus : Where-.| 
fore either the ſpirit 1 noW given to ſome, or el[e.| 


one are Chriſts, 
, Anſwer, 


St. Paul here writes to ſuch , who were of the | 
truce Churchor body of Chrift, which being a ſpi- | 
rituall ſtate , none-were capable of true Member- . 


ſbip therein,but by being united thereto by having 


ſome gift or gitts of the ſpirir,' to profit the body | 
withall ; and whereot every Member of that, Bo- | 
dy: was partaker : As theſe Texts do manifeſt. ./ 
1 Corinth. 12.7. 12.13. Epheſ. 2.11. 22, and | 


WLLS.-: 5:5 


Wherefore none of his, muſt be underſtood ( as | 
I conceive) nv member of that his body. For ma- | 
ny were Chriſts in other reſpects, before thoſe | 
gifts of the ſpirit were powred forth. As in oh.7. | 
39. Ads 1.5.15. And many atterward alſo were | 
Chriſts, who yer had nor received the ſpirit : As | 
Ads 8. 12, 16,17. and 19. I, 2. 6, but we fande | 

ons none |. 
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none were members of this his body , without 
ſome gift or gifts of the ſpirit , for they were all 
baptized in that one body fnot by one faith , nor 
by one water) but by one ſpirit, x Cor.12.12,13. 


\. The Premiſes conſidered : 
el Laere, 


1 Whether there are now extant amongſt us, 
any right Divines , or 7#re Divizo, or true Mi- 


| niſters or Embaſſadours of the Goſpell ? If yea, 
'Þ then let them accordingly demonltrate chemnkidves 
| robeſneh , and by ſach undoubted diltinRions , 


- whereby we may evidently know them from all 
| pretenders, of all ſorts whatſoever; as we finde 
the true Miniſters of the Goſpell did ? 

And ſecing Faith comes by ſuch preaching as 


| nonecan pertorm bur ſuch as are {ent , Rom, 10. 
| 14, 15. 


| -- ' Ta theſecond place T Drove. 
2 Whether the undoubred arid faving know- 
| tedgeof the Goſpell of Chriſt, be' attainable by a- 


ny other ordinary Meanes, then bya true Miniſtry 


| Or Embaſſic. 


ObjeQion. 
| @t ſeems Jou know! the Goſpell of your ſelf, ha- 
| Ving tu the firft and {econd colleftion declared ite 
| | "> 5. ew. 

I The farſt ColleQtion declareth onely. thac 
EP the 


. ©. et 7 
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the Goſpell was thac myſtery which was hid ; | 
but doth not declare what that myſtery is which 
was hid. | 
4 The ſecond Colletion declareth , that. the 
Goſpell which Cyr 1$sT commanded his Difci- 
ples to publiſh 1n all the world , appertained to | 
all the world ; ( viz.) to every creature in Hea- | 
ven and in earch, or under heaven ; which are} 
the very words of the Text. But neicher Colle. 
Aion, nor theſe or any other Text, declareth what 1 
that Goſpell is jn.its tulnefle, parts , dimention, | 4 
limitations, and extentions. Nor doth any Text ,, 
or perſon from Text, or otherwiſe ; declare any} 
thing with any ſuch demonſtration , as the true} 
Miniſters and Embaſſadors of the Goſpel did, and} 
ought to declare the Goſpell. +  & 
3 Whatſvever is here declared,is propoſed pro.} 1 
bably onely to be conſidered, and not infallibly 
to be believed upon pain of damnation, as the true! 
Miniſters of the Goſpell did and onght to declar:) 
and propoſe the Goſpell. | 


y 


4 None therefore are at all bound in reſpect «| 
any thing here ſaid , but are free and ar liber-! 
ty ; fo that what they finde here probably crue, 
they may accordingly receive ; and what other-| 
wiſe, they may reject even as they ſee good : Fot; on 
ſo and no otherwiſe, will I recetve any thing (dl po 
this kinde ), from any whoſoever they are, until} of 
they can_demanſltrate the trurh of. their Miniſtry}. . 
more then I have ever ſeen or heard any man ye} 
ro do, | 


-'F_ 


| 
E | 
| 
; 


i]. 
yet. 


| 
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The Premiſes conſidered ; 
7 Quere. 


Whether it be not tranſcendent wiſdome , and 
worthy higheſt praiſe in the Parliament, and 
conducing much ro the Peace and fafety of the 
| people, to decline the putting power oj judging 
| Hereticks and Herefies , erroneous opinions "and 
 dofrines concerning the Goſpell of Chriſt , into 
| the hands of ſuch-perfons,who undoubtedly know 
| not the I of Chriſt themlelves. 


Ti Je Parhaments Proceedings 


herein, juſtified by theſe 


Reaſons. 


I. 
Becauſe of the ill ſacceffe and fad experience 


| our Anceſtours have alwayes had , in giving ſuch 


\ power, the effeF whereof proving che deſtruction 
of | any ir innocent —_ 


44 


2. 


- Becauſe the Parliaments giving ſuch power 


tends not onely ro make the People, but chem- 
{elves 
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ſelves, yea the beſt and greateſt of them , liable ty 
be deſtroyed in their innocency; AS that right Ne- 
ble Lord, the Lord (obham was : Who being han. 
ged in three jron chaines, was burned to death for 


is witneſſing againſt the Clergy , in the dayes of 


Hev. the 4. 


3 Becauſe che freeing of the people from all} 
kindcs of oppreſſion (whereof this is the greateſl)| 
and the procuring ' their macuall tranquility ig} 


peace and love, agreeable to the rules of jultice| 


yertue, and honeſty, is the greateſt (if not the oi} 
ty) work of Reformation , entruſted into thei 


hands, according to the known Maxim 3 | 
' The ſafety of the people #s the ſupream Law. | 
And therefore it is exceeding weaknefle ( if no! 
wickedneſle) for any to move or importune then 
to give aiy ſuch poyver. . — | 


Ob jection. 


:- But ſome may objet and fay. That T do ml 


Well tn comparing the former Clergy 'that deſtr ojeil 
the Lord Cobham, with theſe of onr times. | 


Anſwer. 
Theſe have and dodrive on their own intereſts, 
trom the very ſame principles,under the farne 6) 
cious pretences, and falſe claims of being the'rru 
Miniſters of che Goſpel}, of being Orthodoxe Dil 
vines, as the other did. Theſe pablikely charg? 
all that duſlent from them in doGtrine or pradticy 

| l 


Gw-— 


cl bounded all Texts (1 Sialenee mocrly by being ch 
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to be Heteredox , erronious perſons , SeQaries, 
Schiſmaticks, Blaſphemers , or Herericks. And 
"would accordingly. deal with them ( had they 
power ) and all in the name, and far the peace 
and good of the Church, as the others did. + 

Theſe get to be publike Speakers and Maſters ef 


| the Prefle,as the others did ; thar none ſo charged 
| andaſperſed by them,can without danger publike- 


ly vindicate themſelves, or undeceive the ſeduced 
people. Theſe term themſelves the Tribe of Lev, 
the Lords own Tribe and. Heritage ; and the reſt 


| of the people Lay, as.the others did. Theſe in- 


veigh and cry out: againſt Lay-mens preaching, 
germing them 1gnorant, men (not knowing the 
Originals) literate Mechanicks , and what not, ' 
mn compariſon of themſclyes , as the others did. 
Theſe exact Tythes, Oblations, Obventions, from 
all both rich and poere, within their Pariſhes ot 
Precinds, as the others-did ( and as the true Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpell never did.) There being no 
difference beryeen them in all theſe , nor in Pp 
ether reſpe&ts, ſave onely in termes ; For as_the 
Pope falſly tiles himſelt.the Vicar of Chriſt ; So 
theſe being ordained by a power, but derived ſub- 
ordinately from the ' we 


, le * If our Ecclefiaſticail Miniſters 
\ FOPEs, as falſly & ye diſtiat from Civill, received 
themſelves the Mini- the: rags 

; ir power to be ſuch ſubordi- 
{ters of Chr ift, The nately from the Pope, then the 
former challenged to ſerting them up in a c apacitie to | 
themſelves to be j#- - exerciſe any juriſdiftionor pow- 
re. divino p and CX= erin this Kingdome, which they 


had 


"6 

Mi. 

he 
[ 

Wh 
{ 
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e200, had almoſt faid , fra: | 
EccleGaſticall Miniſters as a= - meq all Copics and | * 


foreſaid, is. the letting up of a ELD 1 
forraign po wer inthis Kingdom. Tranſlations Jaccord- | 


ys - + | p 
Buithe firſtis true; therforethe ingly ro ſerve their | 


ad, whemceT Quere; © own turnes,to main- | hs 


I VVhether the practice of tain their Own dos | 
ſerting up any forraign power in A. 4 praiſes, | 
rhis Kingdom:,ke not high trea- Os. 2am wo (el 
fon by the Law of the L 1nd 7/5 20d £0 uphold their | G, 
2 VVhcther the preteiice of OWN power & ſtand- '0 


DivineRight, the better ts.cul--ing,as our lateePiſcs- | (a 
ler and effc& the ſaid practice, pall Prelacie likewiſe 
be net an aggravation the of, Jid, And do not oi (, 


Fence ; ar leaſt ſo farre, as to de- .. Y 
Jerve alſo rhe puniſhmene of Presbyrerian Prelacy| thi 


counterſeies 'of rhe higheſt de. COINC fairly on n this Ar 
gree. reipect allo ;'-gie! Te 
ps 2 ...'- them bur -leave 3þ; 

while, and. you ſhall ſee therh as like the Farher as 
ever was Chulde; Rome was never built in one day, þ@ 
And as the two former backt their authority with 
Majeſterjall coercive power , without which they y;, 
reither did nor could ftand ; So theſe by all cun- ye 
ning contrivances, and reftlefle endeaveurs , ' {eek ca; 
£0 get the like , and in want thereof arc'inraged: tþ, 
accounting themſelves undone. | and 
Why Brethren , what's the cauſe of all yout þaq 
grievous coinplaints, out-Cries, and alarinns from xhg 


your Pulpits in this behalf, againſt the Parliament, 
whereby you have filled Ciry and Country with þ; 
ſuch Lightruags, Thunder and Earthquakes , even 
to the diſturbance of the State , and all peaccable 
well-maided people ?  Wherein harh che Parlia- 


k1gns wronged you? of by. whom <le are you | 
+ A wronged? f- 


[ 
l 
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* | wronged ? are you rob'd of any power which by 
v | Divine Right you broughr with you, or ever had? 
d&| Can it be Divine and from above , and yer raken 
It! or detained from you by any mortals here below 2 
N-' orcan it be Divine Right , and not bring Divine 
0 | power alſo with it to evinee and make way for it 
5 | ſelf, bur muſt petition frail marrfor irs admiſſion? 
MT! Surely there's ſome great miltake in the buſineſſe;: 
d- you want power that's moſt certain, yea your: 
& | ſelves confcſle it ; for why elſe complain you: of 
the want of it ? and in that you do ſo want power 
Wt (our of queſtion) is a great faulr, bur upon whom 
IC | this fault is juſtly chargeable,is the onely queſtion? 
1 Areye indeed true Divines and Embatladones' of 
'! Teſus Chriſt (into whoſe hands/atlpower in Htas 
 T'yenand earth, is put by: the Almmghry: God) and 
£® yet want you power ?. The faulc furely tffen mult 
27 beinthe Malter or Meſſenger , either in -the ones 
th ſending, or in the athers comming fo haſtily un- 
hey provided , and- without power ſufficient for the 
un” neceſlaty diſcharge of. your Meſkige, what in this 
<Xs cale can be imagined, your ſelves being jadges,bur 
<4; that you have haſtily ran , both without Meflage, 
. and before you were ſent.; fot God never ſent Em- 
out bafſadours. into the world at ravdome , to ſeelc 
on their Meſſuage ,; both: matter and form our of 
ookes : and Libraties+, - or to need the Ma- 
 Filteriall. power 0! {er them up, or. to ſupport 
em - #3 authoricy to publith- and diſcharge 
rt Embaſſie as you do ; much lefſe to engage 
ations and Kingdomes in blood to do it, as your 
eration have alyayes done ; And as it is to be 
| RS C _ ard 


wo op 
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feared are yet till like rodo, unlefle People and | 
Parliament be the wiſer, and look the better about 


them tunely co Prevent it, 


Obje&ion, 


| 1 Tim. 4. 14. aud As 5, 2.4, 6, Mention 


Elders and Preſbyters Who had Divine Right , ani 
power, ec. Which proves that owr Aſſembly of Pre- 
ſtiter 5 have the like. 


Anſiv. 


No more then it proves an Aſſembly of Epifco.. 


pall, Anabapriſticall, Arminian, or Arrian Presby 
ters, have Divine Right ; nor more then it prov 
the Councell of Trexr, had Divine Right. 

| ObjeRion, | 


Oxrs are godly Orthodoxe Divines, the other « 
Hereticks, Idelater:, &c. 


Anſwer d 


Who but themſelves , and ſuch onely as are 
their judgement will ſay ſo ; The ſame will et 


of the other reſpeQiively ſay of themſelves,andt | 


contrary of their oppoſites. But in this caſe 
witneſſe, and as Chriſt fayes', his own wit 
himſelf isnot true, Foh. 5. 31, 33. 35. 


oo. & LYON OD oF TE ER EST 


$by- 


of Presbyterie. 22. 
ObjeRtion. | 


| But thefe and other Texts inthe New Teſtament, 
do give Divine Right and poWver now to ſome te be 
Minifters of the Goſpel. 


s 
&Ln\ Wer. 


' No more then the Book of the Prophelie of 7o- 
nah,gives authority ro ſome to preach to Nz»eveh, 
Tet forty dayes and Nineveh ſpall be deſtroyed ;, nor 
no more then the' Hiſtory of the Bpok of Kings, 

ives authority to any to be Kings * nor no.more 


. thenthe Hiſtory of the Scribes and Phariles, of the 


chick Captain, of the Centurion, or.of Demetrius 
the Silver-Smith, mentioned in the Ads of the A- 
poſtles, gives authority to any to be ſuch. For as 
the Minultry of ghe Goſpell is .a Divine Office, ſo 
i mult neceflirily bederived froma Divine power 
and bring with it ſuicable evidence,without which 
therecitall in Scripture of ſuch an Office, proves 
80 more one man then-evety man to be im that Of. 
fice ; and ng. more then the recitall -in Scripture of 
the Office of a Kirig or thief Captain, &c. proves 
3 man to be ſuch, without producinga lawfull Ti- 


tle, and ſuirable evidence, 


ObjeRion: © 


me} ', True Afonifters of the Goſpell had Divine right 


and power ; Whence then had they it , if not from 
Scripthire # | ak 
C23 AnſWw. 
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Anſwer. - 
| They hadit fromHeaven , and were therefore | 
commanded to ſtay untill they were indued there- | | 
with from on high, Luk. 24. 49. which was with | ; 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt comming down up- | 
on thein, As 1.8, ; . 


# Obje&ion, 


But Paul and Timothy With divers other art | *1 
mentioned in Scripture to be true Miniſters of the 
Goſpell, and to have Divine power , yet received i 
zot from on high, as the former dig. | 


Anſwer. | | di 


Though they received it not ſo immediately a | pa 
the former did which firſt received is, yer they re- im 
ceived it from oh High (as well as they ). by the 
laying on of the hands of the Presbyters or truc 
Miniſters ; ſo Paul by the hands of Ananias, Ai 
9.17. and Timothy by the hands of Paul , 2 Tim 

I. 6, Yea the truth is, all the Diſciples and Belie- 
verr were indued with Divine Rights and powet,, \ 
more er lefle, for by the hands of Peter and 7ohn,| for 
the Believers at Samaria both men and women, | anle 
received the Holy Ghoſt : As 8. 13. 17; Like-jpred 
wiſe by the hands of Paw! the Twelve Diſciples Xjtime 
Epheſs received the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake withſgive 
tongues, and propheſied, As 19, 1, 6, 7, And n 
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all the members of the Church were ſeverally in- 
dued with thele gifts of the ſpirit , ſo they were to 
' adminiſter and do ſervice accordingly ; As is evi- 
| dent by Rows. 12. 6, 7. 1 Cor. 12, 27, 28, Epheſ. 
4. 11, So then it's moſt apparent, that the laying 
on of hands was no vain and fruitlefle ceremony 
| aSNOWITL IS, ba 2 IR 


% a 0 ED 
- a. 2.4 


Objection. 


To What end then Were the Books of the New Te- 
| ftament fir$t Writ, sf not for 4 ground and riſe of true 
re'. Minifters and Churches ? 


it Anſver. 


They were writ for farther information and 

direction to true Miniſters and Churches then in 

. | being, and to whom alſo they were for the molt 

's | part (if not altogether) ſent ; but not to ere& or 
re-  impower any to become ſuch. | 


the 

” Theſe things conſidered ; 
| 

1, | T7 (wer Es 

lie- | 


a, Whether it benot juſtice, reaſon, and honeſty, 
hn, | for our Learned Clergy, in pitie to their Lay and 
en, | unlearned brethren, from whom they and their 
iKe- predeceſſors have received ſuch vaſt Revenews, 
S KyUmMe outof minde, for little or nothing ,' either to 
v7 pive ſatisfaRion in the premiſes , or aſe for ever 
a 
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henceforth to forbear not onely their proud aſpj. 
ring defires and' endeavours of Domination: over 
them ; bur alſo to leaye off their vile and reproach- 


* V Vitnefſe Edwards his Book full rearmes of Oblo. | 


intituled 'Gangreva , wherein QUIE , AS of Seffariee, 


the maiitious Authour hath Schiſmaticks, Here. | 


mach difcovered his own Or. ticks, &Cc. which v- 


thodox jgnorance, impudence, ſnally from *Preſſe & 
Pulpir they caſt npoq | 
others, farre more worthy then themſelves. | | 
Neverthelefle, if after lo many ſeven yeares ſer-| 
vitude, under our Eccletiaſticall Task-maſters, | 


and to'ly, 


there be any yet ſo ſortiſh, who will not go tree,| 
but will fill vaſſallize themſelves, their judgment! 
and conſciences , to any of that Kinde ; Then (by, 
my conſcnt).ler ſuch have their ears bor'd thoroy! 
with an Al, and be made ſlaves tor ever accord 


OY 


ivg tothe Law, Let. 21,6, Dent, 15, 179 {| 
Bur ler tbe reſt be uninſlaved , and go free ac: 
cording to right reaſon , juſtice , and their natiit 
priviledges ; eſpecially , they having redeem 
them at ſo deer a rate, even to the egzinent hazay 
of the totall vaſſullizirg both of themſelves anc 
theirs for ever. En. ; 
And yet { notwithſtanding all that hath ber 
ſaid) I donor intend or ſuppoſe , that p:ous any 
good men, may nor make a holy and comtortady 
uſe of the Scriptures ; No, rather I carneſily pet 
tiwade all men to the diligent rezding thereof, a 
© meditation thereupon , that ſo their hearts ay 
"mindes may be*filled with the knowledge of 
tove of God to mankinde , aboundantly rhe 


woanielt 


P 


D 
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manifeſted, and in the ſtrength thereof to reſolve 
ro walk as becommeth true and reall Chriſtjani- 
tie, and no longer to conform themſelves accord- 
ing to the faſhion of this world , under the meet. 
name of Chriſtians ; nor content themſelves any 
longer with meer formalitics , andin drawing 
near to God with lip-ſervice onely, whileſt their 
hearts run after covetouſneſſe , or the vanities of 
this life , as do the Gentiles; but ro live righte- 
oufly, ſoberly, and godly in this preſent world ; 


"hat fo their light may ſhine before men, who 


ſeeing their good works, may glorifie our Father 
which is in heaven. And gs any one ſhall increaſe 
im neceflary and uſefull knowledge, I conceive it's 
his qury to labour the Frengthening of others,and 
co beget the ſame knowledge in them. And ſince 
mo man comineth now with Divine authority and 
infallible demonſtration and power , to convince 
men as aforeſaid ; let us all lay afide all peremp- 
tory miſting upon obſcure and long controverted 
arguments, all diſtin&tion of Clergy and Laity, all 


- anger and bitterneſle, all evill ſpeaking , judging 


and condemning one the other abour difference of 
opinion, and let our zeal be exprefſed who ſhall 
be moſt loving and tender-hearted, and who ſhall 
excced in doing moſ} gooq each to other, 
My aim'is ſo far from diſcouaaging any one in 
making a right uſe of the Scriptures , that I ra- 
at all men have alike intereſt in the 
uſe thereof, and a peſlibility co underftand them 


as well and as truly, as thoſe who hictherco would 


be ſuppoſed to be , by Divine Commiſſion Mini- 


ſtory 
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ſters of Chriſt, or Clergy z ro remoye which long 
rooted Errour, 1s my ſpeciall work , and to make 
known that any man of wat calling or quality 
ſoever, may lawfully publiſh or propoſe whatſo- 
ever he hath conceived from Scripture, to the 
conſideration of every particular mans underitand- 
Ing, which 1s each mans judge,other judge in theſe 
matters I finde none ; nor can I ſer limits to any 


mans underſtanding, onely I.advite, fince our con= | 
dition herein is as 1t is ; {hat all things be duly | 


and ſeriouſly weighed, and that we be tully per- 
ſwaded in our own mindes,frem an experimentall 
knowledge:of the benefit and uſe of any thing we 


have a minde to propoſe , or publiih before we | 


propoſe or publiſh the ſame, and that all things 
be done without breach of love ( a rule caſte to be 
underſtood ) and without breach of that good or- 


der, which in diſcretion and upon mature delibe- 


ration may be agreed upon, 


Let no man be ſtartled for want of Learning, | 


WP Jes 


FT 


xs fearing he cannot underſtand the Scriptures. | 


aright ( though he have them in his own mother | 
tongue ) becauſe he underftands not the Originall | 
Languages wherein they were firſt wricren, Obs 


Jections of this Nature proceed from ſuch as 
would hold captive the unlearned ,. under the 


Superſtitious Bond of a Rotniſh neceſliry of | 
an infallible Taterpreter, and dependance upon the | 
Clergy and learned men ; but this way of theirs, | 
is palpable evill, it would far better become<Lthole | 
that ſay there are many errors in tranſlations, to | 
amend them if they are able ; but if they are rp | 
able 


»* 
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able , why boaſt they themſelves above others ? 
if they can and will not mend 'them, it is worſe 
then if they were unable re mend them : When 
they have ſaid all they. can to ſcare people from 
truſting to their own jadgements and underſtands 
of Scripture , by the meer help of Tranſlations, 
they muſt confefſe that the moſt skilful'{tamongſt 
them, cannot prove they ever have had a ſight of 
that which properly may be called an Originall , 
and that they underſtand rhefe things they kave 
but imperfe&ly ; and are as little infallible as 
any others, For there have alwayes been and (till 
are, more different and oppoſite judgements be= 
tween the moſt learned and greatelt Scholiers, 
then between any ſort of men whatſoever ; which. 
could not be, if by all their Schollerſhip they 
could attain to an infallibilitic or certainty of thar 
which they pretend to know. And therefore like 
true Chriſtians, they ſhould rather rejoyce ro ob= 
ſerve in plain people , ſo generall a defire after 
knowledge in the ſearch of Scripture , ſo great a 
love to Chriſtian vertue, and encourage them to a 
faichfull perſeverance therein, | 


FINTS. 
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